Section 1: Reading Comprehension and Verbal Ability

Directions for Questions 1 to 5: Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow:
[Article by J. T. Buckley, published in the Fall (1998) issue of The Masthead.]
WHAT I WANT TO KNOW IS: Do editorial page editors banish Dave Barry and Erma Bombeck and
anything else tinged with humor to the features section because the editorial pages are too funny
already?
That has to be the case. It can't be because the editorial pages are already so relevant that they
couldn't use a few doses of satire or some little essays that exploit our human foibles or traffic in the
currency of the ridiculous.
No, it has to be because editorial pages are such a hotbed of humor already.
Look at them.
The dominant element is the editorial cartoon, consistently a poison-barbed zinger on something
significant in the news. Cartoonists have an unwritten rule, however, that prohibits deviation from what
is known in the trade as "The Three Bet-You-Can't-Not-Laugh-At-This Topics." That is why you rarely
see a cartoon on anything other than Third World debt, congressional honoraria or John Sununu. All
bursting with huge gag potential.
The rule, of course, works. These cartoons are always a scream. We don't want them to be too
provocative or erudite, however, because that is serious work for the serious humorists who write the
editorial and the columns.
The cartoons also provide a dose of visual excitement, something you don't find on every page
of a newspaper these days. The editorial page, as we all know, is the best read part of any newspaper
because, in part, it is consistently the most visually tempting. But don't give all the credit for editorial
page sex appeal to the cartoon. Look at that saucy element we call "the publisher's box." Always a
grabber. And a barrel of laughs. They used to call this "the daily chuckle," but someone decided that was
too heavy-handed.
The page always is loaded with little laughs, and we're not talking about "voice of the readers,"
where we have that laugh-a-second string of one-liners about recent zoning decisions and discolorations
in the public water supply. (Typical headlines: "Slow death to rottweilers," "Too much toothpaste in
gravy recipe," or "Many thanks to the Rotary.")
No, those are the belly laughs. We're talking about the bevy of little giggles, those little chuckles
evoked by the daily quotation from the Bible and the mug shots of Carl Rowan and WiIliam F. Buckley.
They are a gas. Mary McGrory was my favorite until George Will happened along.
The funniest part of the page, though, is the one we call "the lead editorial." It requires a special touch.
That. is why, when the editorial board concludes its discussion on how to couch the board's views
on the potentially deadly subject of Dan Quayle's trip to Disney World, you have the big editor saying:
"Now we really want to lighten up a little on this one." Which always elicits the brilliant suggestion:
"Well, then let's get the publisher to write it."
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c.

1. According to the author, the unwritten rule for creating cartoons is
a. Satire on one of three topics that almost always tickles the funny bone of most readers.
b. No satire on anything related to the Third World countries, congressional honoraria
or John Sununu.
d. Erudite writing and obvious provocation
e. Visual excitement
f. None of the above
2. The article primarily discusses
a. Tips on writing humorous editorial articles
b. The importance of cartoons in editorial articles
c. Tips for using cartoons in editorial articles
d. What makes editorial pages funny
e. None of the above
3.The author suggests that the editorial cartoons should not be too obvious or too subtextual because
a. Such cartoons may require too much intellect to be interpreted
b. Such cartoons may not appeal to most population
c. Creative people tackling humor through the literary channel may do better justice
to subtextual or overtly obvious messages
d. Visual excitement is important to cartoonists
e. None of the above
4. Which type of editorial does the author mention but not give the reader any clue about?
a. Editorial cartoons
b. Philosophical editorial
c. Critical editorial
d. Lead editorial
e. None of the above
5. According to the author, the topics that are assigned for editorials pertain to,
a. Serious issues of public interest that need serious discussion
b. Issues that cannot be covered anywhere else
c. Mundane issues that need publicity
d. Issues that may have been under the public gun for a while but now need to be
laid to rest
e. None of the above
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16. ACTUAL: COUNTERFEIT:: AMALGAMATE:
a. Coalesce
b. Refine
c. Combine
d. None of the above
17. SMALL: INFINITESIMAL :: NAME:
a. Assembly
b. Appellation
c. Honour
d. None of the above
18. DIFFERENT: DISPARATE:: TEACHER:
a. Professor
b. Scientist
c. Educator
d.
one of the above
19. RUDE: IMPERTINENT: WEATHERMAN:
a. Astronomer
b. Newsreader
c. Meteorologist
d. None of the above
20. REBELLION: PEACE:: DEFERENCE:
a. Acquiescence
b. Condescension
c. Disobedience
d. None of the above
21. SHORTEN: ABBREVIATE:: DECORATING:
a. Painting
b. Interior design
c. Intricate
d. None of the above
22. DRUNK: INEBRIATED:: TALK:
a. Communicate
b.Gossip
c .. Discuss
d. None of the above
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50. There are 3 taps that can fill a swimming pool. The smallest tap alone takes 20 hours to fill the
pool and the medium tap alone takes 5 hours to fill the pool. When all taps are turned on together,
the pool gets filled in 2 hours. In how much time will the largest tap fill the pool alone?
(a) 2 hours

(b) 3 hours

(c) 4 hours

(d) 5 hours

51. You see a young boy playing on the escalator, running up and down. You find that while running
up, the boy takes one step per second, and reaches the top after 45 steps. While running down, he
takes three steps per second, and reaches the bottom after 90 steps. How many steps are there in
the escalator?
(b) 96 steps

(a) 72 steps

(c) 105 steps

(d) 125 steps

52. Maximum speed of a road roller is 11 km/hr. Its drum diameter is 1400 mm. For a road to be laid
properly, it needs to be rolled 4 times. How many revolutions does the drum make in 8 hours?
(a) 8142.14

(c) 5000

(b) 7000

(d) 10000

g.

53. A publisher sells a textbook for Rs. X per book.H0Wever, he gives an offer that in case the order
exceeds 100 textbooks, he will give a discount of Rs. Y per book on each additional book beyond 100.
My class strength is Z (>100). How much do I have to spend to buy textbooks for the entire class?
(a) 100X+(X-Z)Y

(b) 100Z (X-Y)Z

54. In the adjoining figure, AB, PQ
and CD are parallel lines. The lengths
of these lines are given in the figure.
Which of the following relations is
true?

(c) l00X- X-Y)Z

(d)

C

x
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~
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(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

55. A lottery sells 100000 tickets, and promises to give 10 prizes. If you buy 10 tickets, what is the
probability of not getting a prize?
(b) 1000000C10/100000

(c) 99990/100000

(d) 99990ClO/100000

56. May 26, 2013 is a Sunday. What day of the week was May 26, 2000?
(a) Wednesday

(b) Friday

(c) Sunday

(d) Tuesday

57. I buy grocery for Rs. 46. While paying, I find that I have a 100 rupee note, and one 2 rupee and
one 5 rupee coins with me. Another customer has two 10 rupee notes, and two 2 rupee and two 1
rupee coins. The shopkeeper has only 2 notes. What combination of notes will be just right to sort
things out?

(a)Rs.50, Rs.20

(b) Rs.10, Rs.20

(c) Rs.5, Rs.50

(d) Rs.20, Rs.5
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86. Chandra and Veer were discussing results of the finals of business plan competition. There were
three positions, won by lipika, Rumpa and Jit. Chandra said, lipika won the competition, while
Rumpa came in second. Veer said, Jit won the competition and Lipika came in second. Actually, both
Chandra and Veer were partially truthful, in that each had said one true statement, and another
false statement. What was the actual result, starting from 1st position?
(a )lipika-Rumpa- Jit

(b [Lipika-Jit-Rurnpa

(c) Rumpa-lipika-Jit

(d) Jit-Rumpa-Lipika

87. It was the birthday of the eldest member of a family, and the following came to attend: one pair
of grandparents, two pairs of parents, one pair of parents-in-law, one brother, two sisters, two sons,

two daughters, one daughter-in-law, four children and three grandchildren. How many were there?
(a) 5

(b) 7

(d) 11

(c)·9

88. In a bike racing contest, there were 4 contestants - Arun, Utpal, Wahab and Michael. The colours
of their bikes were red, yellow, blue and green, but not in that order. The contestant on the yellow
bike came first. The runner up, on the green bike, was placed in the lane next to Michael, who was
on the blue bike. Arun was not on the green bike. Wahab was not the runner up and was not placed
at the outer lanes. The contestants who were placed on the outer lanes were on yellow and blue
bikes. The winner and runner-up were not placed next to each other. Who won the race?
(a) Arun

(b) Utpal

(c) Wahab

(d) Michael

89.5 girls, Sita, Mita, Rita, Babita and Asmita, are sitting for an examination - they are to be seated
in a row. Babi a and Si a canno be seated adjacent since they are best friends and are sure to copy if
they sit together. Same is the case with Mita and Rita. Rita and Asmita are strong competitors, and
would surely not help each other. Asmita, however, has broken a leg, and has requested that she be
seated at one end of the row. What is Mita's position if Asmita is in position 1?
(a)S

(c) 3

(b)4

(d) 2

90. A young woman was talking to her friend. Suddenly she waves to a man. The friend asks how the
woman knows the man. The woman says: Well, that man's mom is my mom's mother-in-law
although he and my father are sworn enemies. Who is the man to the woman?
(a) Cousin

(b) Nephew

(c) Brother

(d) Uncle

End of Section 3
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Section 4: Analytical Writing

Provide a balanced argument to defend or refute TWO of the following topics. The suggested
word limit for your argument to approximately 300 words.
1. Pharmaceutical companies should be permitted to sponsor the participation of
doctors in international conferences.
2. Not more than 3 members from each family should be permitted to enter Indian
politics at one point of time.
3. Taking away the right of men to ask for DNA tests to verify the paternit of their
offspring will lead to a reduction in the incidence of spousal abuse.
4. Allopathic medicines are useless. Most illnesses can be cured by a change in diet and
lifestyle.

